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PRESS RELEASE                                                                              

15th December 2008

Local choir gives voice to the future

Hull Choral Union launches a Junior Chorus at its annual Carol Concert in Hull City Hall.

Photo Opportunity: Local broadcaster, Helen Philpot, introduces Hull Choral Union’s Annual Carol Concert and announces the launch of their new Junior Chorus on Wednesday 17 December. Concert begins at 7.30pm in Hull City Hall, Hull. 

The Annual Carol Concert of Hull Choral Union on Wednesday, 17th December will be an extra special event this year, as not only will they be celebrating their 80th season as a choir, but also they’ll be announcing the launch of their brand new venture, the Hull Choral Union Junior Chorus.

The choir, who have been providing the city with top quality musical experiences for a very long time, have decided that they would like to offer opportunities for children in the area to come along and develop their singing skills and enjoy performing with professional singers and a talented local orchestra in the magnificent Hull City Hall. The longest serving member of Hull Choral Union, Mrs Sheila Goring, has been singing with the group for an amazing 52 years. In that time, she has only missed 4 concerts! She said, “I’d like to see the choir continue for many more years with new, young people getting involved. I hope that the next generation will love singing as much as the members of the present choir do.” 
The Junior Chorus will be open to all children between the ages of 8 and 12. They can look forward to singing many different types of music right through from popular to classical and will have the chance to perform along with the adult choir. The leader of the Junior Chorus will be local music teacher, Janice Summers. She has been a member of Hull Choral Union for seven years and said, “ We want to invite all children in this area who are interested to come along and give it a try. It doesn’t matter if they haven’t sung much before or can’t read music because that’s what we’ll be teaching. We’ll be working closely with the Director of the adult choir, Martin Hindmarsh, who is a very experienced professional singer and conductor, to make sure that we offer a really exciting programme of activities that will develop the children’s vocal skills and we will create a fun, friendly and supportive atmosphere so everyone can experience the positive benefits that singing can bring. We will want the children to get really involved in the running of the choir, having a say in what they sing and how the group is organised and we’ll be hoping to involve slightly older students who are over 16, to train with us as accompanists and deputy chorus leaders. It’s a really exciting time for the choir and we can’t wait to get started!”

Children will be able to get an idea of what the Junior Chorus can offer by attending a special ‘Taster Workshop’. These will be held on Wednesday 4th and Wednesday 11th February 2009, between 6 and 7pm at the Priory Centre, Priory Road, Hull. Booking is essential and places will be available on a first come, first served basis. (Tel: 07590 680 610 or email: juniorchorus@live.co.uk). After that, the choir will meet at the Priory Centre on Wednesday evenings between 6 and 7pm, starting on 29th February 2009. 

Hull Choral Union are delighted that local broadcaster, Helen Philpot, has agreed to act as commère at their Annual Carol Concert in the City Hall and announce the launch of the Junior Chorus. Helen carried out a similar role last year and really encouraged the audience and performers to get into the Christmas spirit. The concert contains a mix of carols that the audience can join in with and others performed by the choir. The Choral Union is also delighted to welcome their special guests, the East Yorkshire Motor Services Band who will be conducted by Norman Law, and Hymers College Junior School Choir, conducted by Diana Bushby.

The Carol Concert is the third event in this year’s season. Last October, the choir performed a concert of Puccini’s music that included the famous World Cup theme, ‘Nessun Dorma’, as a tribute to Hull City’s promotion to the Premiership. The season culminates in a performance of Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah,’ when the choir will be opening its doors to all singers who would like to come along and join in the rehearsals and performance as part of the 80th season celebrations.

For further information about the Junior Chorus, telephone 07590 680 610 or email juniorchorus@live.co.uk. 

Tickets for the Carol Concert available from the City Council Booking Office, Tel: 01482 226655

Prices for adults from £8.50 - £10.50

Accompanied children of school age, all tickets cost £1

Family Ticket (two adults and up to three children on main floor) is £18.00

£2 reduction for senior citizens and unwaged

Ends

Press Contact: Janice Summers on 07590 680 610 / 01482 474433

Email: janicesummers@live.co.uk

Editor’s Notes:

Hull Choral Union was founded in 1929, when two choirs that dated from the 1800s joined together. They perform a repertoire that ranges from the great classical oratorios to contemporary works. In a typical season, the choir will give an autumn and spring concert, a Christmas performance of Handel’s Messiah, and a Family Carol Concert. 

www.hullchoralunion.org
www.helenphilpot.co.uk
Nearly two years ago, the Government announced an investment of £10 million pounds in a national singing programme for primary school-aged children. The investment aimed to ensure that good quality singing was central to young children’s lives. In November 2008, the government made a further announcement of funding for Sing Up, which is now a four year programme running until March 2011 with £10m per year. 

www.singup.org
